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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and care of children from birth to 5 years old. Indoor and outdoor play are essential for young children to enable them to explore and discover. We actively encourage children to engage in key learning experiences, both in the indoor and outdoor environments.
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.” EYFS statutory guidance
Our Vision
At Litherland Moss, we have very high expectations and are always striving to ensure we meet every child’s needs. We believe that all children deserve the best possible start and careful planning supports the teaching and learning process to ensure strong outcomes for all children.
We will inspire and encourage children to be kind, respect each other, aspire to be the best they can be, develop their resilience and the importance of working together. Our values are reflected through all our work in school: our curriculum; circle times and through continuous provision. Children are encouraged to promote the values every day. 
At Litherland Moss, we aim to ensure all children make a strong start to their learning journey. We set high expectations and building positive relationships is at the heart of what we do. We provide opportunities and experiences to ensure children develop into happy, confident and independent children who have a love for learning and school life. 
Our curriculum builds on what children know and children benefit from engaging and meaningful learning which provides them with the knowledge, skills and confidence to succeed in year one and beyond. Children learn through a variety of ways, through a balance of child-initiated and adult initiated learning through direct teaching, small group activities and continuous provision. In Reception, we aim to prepare children for year 1 and beyond. We ensure they are ready to jump into our trust curriculum from Key Stage 1.

Safeguarding
‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them’ – Statutory Framework for EYFS
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and underpins everything that we do. We ensure that we provide an environment where children feel safe, secure and are ready to learn. We provide high-quality care and education for all of our children. Staff receive regular training and we closely follow school procedures. For more information, please see our whole school safeguarding policy. 

Effective Practice
There are seven key features of effective practice which we incorporate into our planning, day to day practice and routines to ensure we deliver high quality provision, ensuring every child’s needs are met. 
The best for every child ~ We strive for the very best for all of our children and believe in inspiring children through high quality experiences. We are an inclusive setting, quickly develop relationships and support all children to make progress, irrespective of their starting points or backgrounds. We offer a rich and broad curriculum where all children can learn and achieve. 
High-Quality Care ~ All our staff have a passion for working with young children and the children are at the heart of what we do. Children are well cared for and we value the importance of building positive relationships with children to enable them to reach their full potential. All children have a key person and we regularly have circle times where children can share their thoughts, ideas and comments. We understand that children must have strong relationships for them to become independent, confident and resilient learners. We also ensure that we are attuned to children’s emotions and feelings. We support children to develop their understanding of their own emotions and to process how they are feeling.
Curriculum ~ Children benefit from meaningful learning across the EYFS curriculum. The curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced. It builds on what children know and can do, towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for their future learning. Our planning consists of loose topics to allow children’s interests to be explored. We understand the importance of exploring concepts further to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding and consolidating learning. Children develop detailed knowledge and skills across the seven areas of learning and use these in an age-appropriate way. Children develop their vocabulary and understanding of language across the EYFS curriculum.
Pedagogy ~ Children are powerful thinkers and learners. We understand and recognise that all children can make progress when they are given the right support. Children learn through a variety of ways, including through play, child initiated learning, adult directed activities and focused learning experiences. Our staff are skilled in knowing when to step in to support, extend children’s learning and thinking but also know when to take a step back to observe. We offer exciting and engaging experiences and our environment both indoors and outdoors are well planned. We aim to provide new and exciting experiences for our children to develop their thinking and imagination.
Assessment ~ All staff have a good understanding of child development and how children learn. Staff support children to be the best they can be and develop a real love for learning. Observations and interacting with children plays a big role in assessment, seeing what they can do and what they know. It also supports us to check children’s progress and ensure that every child makes progress from their starting points. 
Self-Regulation and Executive Function ~ Self-regulation and executive function allows us to think, plan, problem solve, control our behaviour and emotions. We ensure that children have a good understanding of routines and expectations; ensuring consistency in all that we do. Our learning environments are calm and staff are nurturing. We support children to feel safe, secure where all children can thrive. Language development plays an important part in this strand as children use language to develop their ideas and guide their play. Staff ensure that their own speaking, listening and reading of English enables children to hear and develop their own language and vocabulary well. 
Parental Partnerships ~ We are very proud of the strong parental partnerships we develop as we believe this plays a huge part of each child’s life-long journey in education. We currently use ‘Evidence Me’ as our observation tool which enables us to observe children and these observations are regularly shared with parents. We encourage parents to support and extend their child’s learning at home, including how to encourage a love of reading. Families can also add their own observations for us to share. We invite families into school regularly for ‘stay and play’ sessions, with different focuses including reading, maths and outdoor play.
Key Principles
We ensure that the key principles of EYFS are at the centre of all that we do. These are;
A Unique Child – At Litherland Moss, we believe that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children learn and develop in individual ways and at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influences by consistent and regular feedback so we use praise and encouragement as well as celebration and rewards to develop a positive attitude towards learning.

Positive relationships – We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from a base of secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful and professional relationships with all children and their families.

Enabling environments – We recognise the key role the environment plays in supporting and extending children’s development. Through regular observation, we assess children’s interests, stages of development and learning needs, before planning challenging and achievable activities and experiences which will extend their learning.

Learning and development –  Both the Nursery and Reception classrooms are organised so as to allow children to explore and learn in security and safety. The space is set up into learning areas and children are able to access resources independently. Children are able to access indoor and outdoor experiences every day.







The Areas of Learning

Children learn through seven key areas of learning: all of these areas are essential for young children and are inter-connected. There are three prime areas which are the building blocks and need to be in place before the specific areas can be developed.

Prime Areas of Learning 
· Communication and Language 
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
· Physical Development 

Specific Areas of Learning 
· Literacy
· Mathematics 
· Understanding the World 
· Expressive Arts and Design

The characteristics of effective learning underpin all areas of learning and development in the EYFS. These are:

· Playing and exploring
· Active learning
· Creating and thinking critically

Early Reading

Reading is fundamental to education. Proficiency in reading, writing and spoken language is vital for pupils’ success - The Reading Framework, 2021

At Litherland Moss, we recognise the importance of early reading and embedding routines early on. Children in Nursery concentrate on Phase One phonics which focuses on developing children's speaking and listening skills. This lays the foundations for when they begin Phase Two. The emphasis during Phase One is to get children attuned to the sounds around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills. In summer term, children who are ready to move on to Read, Write, Inc. phonics, will begin to learn their letter sounds. EYFS staff use ‘Fred Talk’ and Fred games each day (saying words using pure sounds) with the children. Once children have settled into Reception, all of the children are assessed by the Reading Leader and they are placed into small homogenous groups. Children are grouped by ability for these sessions and additional phonics support is provided for those children who are identified in the half termly assessments.
At Litherland Moss, a big focus for us is supporting children’s language development and exposing our children to new vocabulary. We are constantly modelling new language and vocabulary, engaging in high quality conversations and creating a language-rich environment. Children in EYFS benefit from regular circle times, daily phonic sessions and singing sessions each day. A highlight of each day in EYFS is story time. High-quality books are carefully chosen to expose children to a variety of stories and develop a love for reading. Children are also given the opportunity to vote for the book that they would like to share each day to support children’s interest and love for books. Often children choose to take these books home to share with their families or read them in continuous provision, re-telling the story using the pictures and using key language from the book. 
In EYFS, we actively encourage our families to become involved with their children’s home learning, particularly focusing on the importance of reading. We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and the common exception words. Children take these home to share with their families and are also able to choose a story from their class library to take home. Children also read one to one with staff in school, at least once a week.

If you require additional information or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with K.Patterson (EYFS Leader) on 0151 928 4544 or visit the below websites for further reading. 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021 -
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf

Development Matters, 2020 – 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf

The Reading Framework, 2021 - https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf


image1.png
Litherland Moss

Primary School




